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What Can GenetiC
nurses Do For You?

•	Obtain a detailed family history and 
construct a pedigree (family history) 

•	Assess and analyze hereditary and 
non-hereditary disease risk factors 

•	Identify potential genetic conditions 
or genetic predisposition to disease 

•	Provide genetic information and 
psychosocial support to individuals 
and families 

•	Provide nursing care for patients 
and families at risk or affected with 
a genetic component 

•	Provide genetic counseling

What 
Is A 

Genetic 
Nurse?

ISONG is a global nursing specialty
organization dedicated to fostering the
scientific and professional growth of
nurses in human genetics and
genomics worldwide.

Our mission is to foster scientific, 
professional, and personal 
development of  members in the 
management of  genetic information.

Our goals are to:

•	Provide a forum for education and 
support for nurses providing genetic 
healthcare

•	Promote the integration of  the 
nursing process into the delivery of  
genetic healthcare services

•	Encourage the incorporation of  the 
principles of  human genetics into all 
levels of  nursing education

•	Promote the development of  
standards of  practice for nurses in 
human genetics

•	Advance nursing research in human 
genetics

•	Provide a forum for dialogue with 
others.



What Is A 
Genetic Nurse?

A Genetic Nurse 
Can:

Nurses in Genetics 
Work with Patients 
and Their Families  
in Many Settings•	Perform risk assessment

•	Analyze the genetic 
contribution to disease 
risk and discuss the impact 
of  risk on health care 
management for individuals 
and families

•	Genetic education

•	Nursing care to patient and 
families

•	Research in genetics/ 
genomics

•	Specialty clinics where gene 
based diagnoses and therapies are 
offered.

•	Prenatal and reproductive 
technology centers

•	Cancer centers

•	Primary health care settings

•	Pediatric clinics

•	Industrial health

•	School health

•	Research centers

•	Biotechnology and insurance 
industries

A professional genetic nurse has special edu-
cation and training in genetics and genomics.  
Genetic nurses help people, at risk for or 
affected by diseases with a genetic compo-
nent, to achieve and maintain health.  They 
include genetics/genomics as part of  their 
practice.  Many common diseases are now 
known to have a genetic component, includ-
ing cancer, heart disease, diabetes, asthma, 
and Alzheimer’s, among others.


