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Name: Masakazu Nishigaki 
 
Degrees/Credentials: PhD, RN, PHN, CGC 
 
Board Position: Member at Large    
 
Please provide a personal statement of interest (maximum 400 words) for inclusion in the ballot 
information. You should include comments on the following areas: 

 Your involvement in, and service to, ISONG, including any leadership roles  
 Background information you want the membership to know about you in relation to your 

interest/involvement in genetics education, research and practice 
 Reasons why you are interested in serving on the ISONG Board. 

 
I am a member of ISONG from Japan and serving as a member of global membership 
committee.  I’m working in the ISONG global membership committee to raise more ISONG 
membership, especially in Asian region. I’m also a member of the Japanese Society of Genetic 
Nursing(JSGN). My roles in JSGN are: to build a model of curriculum for genetic education 
for undergraduates in Japan as a member of education committee; to facilitate international 
collaborative activity, especially with ISONG, as a member of international relationship 
committee. My primary job as an associate professor is education and research in Kyoto 
University, research-focused university in Japan. My area of research interest is behavioral 
change and genetic risk information of common disease, as well as genomic health literacy. 
We are now able to access our own genomic information including common disease 
susceptibility more easily than ever. However, there is a lack of evidence about the application 
of those information in clinical setting such as intervention for preventive behavioral change. 
I’m now investigating how we can utilize genomic information in clinical setting. International 
collaboration is an essential component in genomic application research from the view point of 
genomic, racial, and cultural diversity. My intended leadership role in ISONG is, therefore, to 
facilitate international collaboration in the field of genetic/genomic research.  


